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Foster Home Application
Please complete the form and email to: volunteer@miniaussierescue.org
We at Mini Aussie Rescue & Support, Inc. (MARS) believe that providing a safe, loving home environment for a needy Miniature Australian Shepherd, whether rescued from abuse or neglect, abandoned or lovingly surrendered due to changing circumstances, is one of the most critical pieces of our rescue and support goals. 

Foster Home Care-Giver
Your Personal Information

Name: __________________________________________________________  Age: __________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________  Email: _________________________________________
What is the best way for us to contact you?   ____  Phone      ____  Email

Describe yourself – your energy level, your interests, your job, your favorite activities.

Your Family and Extended Family
Have you, or anyone in your extended family or friends, owned (or fostered) a Miniature Australian Shepherd or Australian Shepherd?
Owner                                           Dog’s name               age        sex        Dates owned/fostered
_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________
_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

Please list the names and ages of anyone in your family and extended family or friends with whom a fostered Mini Aussie will frequently come in contact. 
Name                                            Relationship              Age        Sex         Frequency of Contact
_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

_________________________    _______________    _____    _____    ____________________

Please identify any of these people who might be fearful of the dog or have difficulty accepting behavioral problems.
Your Pets and Activities
Do you currently own another pet or pets? If so, list type of animals, breed, names, ages and sex (neutered or not?) and a brief description of their personality.
Do you train regularly?  ____  Yes    ____  No
Do you train using Positive Reinforcement?  ___  Yes ___  No   Do you train using a Clicker? ___ Yes    ____ No     Would you be willing to train your foster Mini Aussie using a clicker?  ?  ____  Yes    ____  No

If you answered “No” to any question,, please explain your training methods.

Is your dog crate trained?  ____  Yes    ____  No      By you?  ____  Yes    ____  No   
Have you ever house trained a puppy or dog?  ____  Yes    ____  No      

Would you be willing to house train / crate train a foster dog in your care?  ____  Yes    ____  No
Have you ever fostered an animal for another rescue organization? If so, list organization, the animals you fostered and the dates you participated.
Please give us the name of an individual who is active in the dog community who is also familiar with you and your dog experience. This could be a trainer, a breeder, a shelter manager, etc. Please ask permission of this individual and let them know that we will be calling.
Name: _________________________________________   Phone: ________________________

Please give us the name of your current veterinarian. 

Name: _________________________________________   Phone: ________________________

Please list the names of two references – non-family members - who have been in your home and know you and your family. Again, please ask permission before listing them here.
Name: _________________________________________   Phone: ________________________

Name: _________________________________________   Phone: ________________________

Your Home and Yard
Your home is a:     House with a yard ___    Condo with a yard ___     Apartment ____   Other ______
Describe the neighborhood – are you on a busy street or in a rural setting?

Do you  ____  Own or   ____  Rent your home?
If you rent, you must provide written consent from your landlord to bring animals onto the property. Please provide the following, and attach a letter of consent to this application.

Landlord’s Name: ________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: __________________________________________________________________
Phone: _________________________

If you own, do you have any neighborhood restrictions which might preclude your ability to foster a dog in your home?    ____  Yes    ____  No   
Do you have a fenced yard or fenced in area for the dog to use?  ____  Yes    ____  No    If yes, what type of fencing?  _________________________________  Is it attached to your house and accessible from a door? ____  Yes    ____  No    What is the approximate size of your fenced area? ___________
Do you have a separate kennel, with runs?  ____  Yes    ____  No    If yes, what is the distance from the house? 
Your Foster Dog
Describe the type of dog you would feel comfortable fostering. Describe energy level, medical issues, age, understanding of basic commands – all the things that you believe you could handle.
Would you consider fostering a deaf or blind Mini Aussie?
What can you not accept in a Foster Mini Aussie?
Where will your Foster Mini Aussie sleep at night? 

Where will your Foster Mini Aussie spend the day if you are at home?

Where will your Foster Mini Aussie spend the day if you are away?

Have you ever experienced a dog fight, and if so, what did you do?
How familiar are you with canine body language?  ____ Very    ____  Somewhat    ____  Not at All
How do you discipline a dog for breaking a rule?

How did you hear of Mini Aussie Rescue & Support?

Do you have any additional comments or information that you would like to share with us?

Please be aware that MARS is very conservative when it comes to medical treatment of our foster dogs. We are careful to avoid any drug on the MDR1 problem drug list, and will insist that you honor that rule with your foster dog unless the dog has been tested and is normal/normal for the MDR1 mutation.
In addition, we are careful to avoid over-vaccination and, while we always comply with state laws, we do not authorize you or your veterinarian to administer any vaccine unless you have spoken with your Area Coordinator and received permission.
Again, thank you for contacting MARS with your interest to become a part of the very important work we do. A MARS representative will contact you to discuss your application.
MARS Volunteer Code of Ethics
As a MARS Volunteer, I pledge the following:

To perform MARS rescue and support activities on a voluntary basis, receiving no compensation for myself or any other organization for tasks performed.

To assure that any Mini Aussie in my care is treated humanely, receiving any and all care authorized by MARS.

To conduct myself in a professional manner when representing MARS, to accurately represent MARS policies in communications with others, and to refrain from representing MARS when expressing personal opinions.

To maintain records of all activities and financial transactions performed as a MARS Volunteer and to make them readily available to MARS Members and Officers when asked.

To make myself familiar with, and share information about, Miniature Australian Shepherds including the breed standard, typical and instinctual behavior, common diseases and genetic defects, negative drug interactions, and appropriate standard of care.

To assure that no MARS dog will leave my care without being spayed or neutered or, in the case of young puppies or dogs with a medical condition that prevents surgery, without a signed binding agreement that the dog be spayed or neutered as soon as is medically recommended.

To fully disclose all known information regarding medical condition and temperament about any MARS dog in my care, or that I am familiar with, to other MARS volunteers, rescue groups, and potential adopters.

To provide, or identify another MARS Volunteer to provide, follow up advice and assistance to adopters and owners of Miniature Australian Shepherds and to assure that they receive help with training issues and behavior questions.

To require every adopter to return the adopted Mini Aussie to me or to another MARS Volunteer if they can no longer keep the adopted dog for any reason. I will always accept the return of a dog that has been adopted from MARS and immediately contact a MARS Rescue Coordinator to make arrangements for the dog.

To never use the MARS name to sell any puppy or dog.

To never give or sell, or knowingly allow another MARS Volunteer to give or sell, any MARS dog to a research facility, breeding operation, pet store, dog broker or any other individual or corporation who might cause the dog physical or emotional harm.

To share my concerns with a MARS rescue coordinator if I believe that any Mini Aussie in the care of another volunteer is not being treated humanely or is not receiving care authorized by MARS or is being exploited in any way.

To refrain from any activity that could jeopardize the status of MARS as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

THE AGREEMENT

By signing this document (or entering my name electronically), I authorize MARS, Inc. to contact my listed references and discuss my pet owning and keeping abilities, and to share that information with other humane groups. By signing, I state that I am over 18 years of age, have never been convicted of animal abuse, animal collecting, nor have I ever been convicted of a felony.
In volunteering to work with Mini Aussie Rescue & Support, Inc. (MARS) I consent to abide by all terms of the MARS Bylaws, the MARS Handbook, the MARS Volunteer Code of Ethics and all other policies approved and implemented by MARS.

I fully understand and agree to assume all risks involved in any and all duties that I perform for MARS in my volunteer capacity and I agree to hold MARS harmless for any injury(s) that I might sustain during the course of my volunteer duties.

This waiver does include myself, all of my family members, heirs, and descendants forever from seeking any legal action whatsoever against MARS or its representatives.

Volunteer





MARS, Inc.

__________________________________

__________________________________
(Signature of Volunteer)




(Signature of MARS Representative)
___  If sending this document as an email, check to indicate your acceptance of the Agreement

__________________________________

__________________________________
(Print Name)





(Print Name & MARS Title)

__________________________________

__________________________________
(Date)






(Date)

Once approved as a MARS Volunteer, you will be invited to join the MARSvolunteers e-list.
Mini Aussie Rescue & Support, Inc. (MARS)   PO Box 636   Hillsboro, NH  03244
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